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CHARTER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER

APPROVAL OF THE APPLICATION FOR A CHARTER- 1850

University of the State of New York

To all whom it may concern, The Regents of the University of the State of New York send Greeting:


Whereas William L. Marcy, Ira Harris, John N. Wilder, Friend Humphrey and George R. Davis citizens of this State, have by their petition presented to us, pursuant to the statute in such case made and provided, prayed for the grant of a provisional charter, for the establishment of an institution of the highest order for scientific and classical purposes, and have in their said petition submitted to us the following statement of the place where, the plan on which and the funds with which it is intended to found and provide for the said Institution, and who are proposed for the first Trustees, that is to say:


The Institution is to be located at or near the City of Rochester, in the County of Monroe, and the corporation thereof to be known by the name of the UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER.



The superintendence of the interests of this institution is to be committed to a Board of twenty-four Trustees.  The following persons are proposed as the first Trustees: William L. Marcy, Friend Humphrey, Ira Harris, John N. Wilder, and Smith Sheldon of the City of Albany; Frederick Whittlesey, William Pitkin, Everard Peck, Elon Huntington, William N. Sage, David R. Barton, Edwin Pancost and Elijah F. Smith, of Rochester; Robert Kelly and William R. Williams of New York; Robert R. Raymond of Syracuse; Henry Tower of Waterville, Oneida County; Seneca B. Burchard of Hamilton, Madison County; John Munro, of Elbridge, Onondaga County; Alonzo Wheelock, of Vienna, Ontario County; James Edmonds, of Yates, Orleans County; R.S. Burrows, of Albion, Orleans County; Ransom Harmon Jun., of Wheatland, Monroe County, and Velonar Hotchkiss, of Buffalo.


The system of education to be pursued in the said institution “to extend to all branches of science and learning, which are taught in the most approved universities of this country, including not only those studies of conceded importance and standing, wherever the benefits of true scholarship and learning are admitted, but also those which are more especially applicable to the institutions of our own country, and the wants of the present time.”

The President, Professors and all other teachers to be appointed by the Trustees.

The Trustees to have all the powers of conferring degrees possessed by the Trustees of similar collegiate institutions in this State.

The funds with which it is proposed to endow this institution are in the first place the purchase of a suitable lot for the site of the proposed University, and the erection of suitable buildings thereon, both of which to be reasonably worth in all thirty thousand dollars, and the investment of at least one hundred thousand dollars in bonds and mortgages for the institution of professorships, and the general support of the College.  All of which said funds to be the voluntary contributions of individuals and corporate bodies, and to be received by the trustees and invested in the name and for the benefit of said institution.


And Whereas we the said Regents, having duly considered the said petition, have approved thereof, as well in respect to the place where, the plan on which and the funds with which it is therein stated to be intended to found and provide for the said institution, as in respect to the persons therein proposed for the first Trustees thereof.


NOW THEREFORE KNOW YE, that we the said Regents, in consideration of the premises, and in pursuance of the statute in such case made and provided, do hereby declare our approbation of the said place where, plan on which, and funds with which, it is intended to found and provide for the said Institution, and also of the said persons, proposed for the first Trustees thereof.  And we do further hereby grant and allow to the said petitioners two years from the date of these Presents for completing the said plan, and if at the expiration of the said two years, or at any time previous thereto, satisfactory evidence be presented to us, that the said plan shall have been duly executed by the erection of a suitable building or buildings, in or near the said City of Rochester, for said College, the primary cost of which, including the cost of the lot on which the same may be erected, shall be at least the sum of thirty thousand dollars, and for which said lot the said trustees shall have a valid title in fee in them, free of all incumbrances; and that a permanent fund of at least one hundred thousand dollars shall then be invested for the benefit of said College, in bonds and mortgages on unincumbered real estate, worth in value double the amount of said last mentioned sum, and yielding an annual interest of at least seven per cent on the amount so invested; or if all the above amount be not so invested, that the Trustees shall satisfactorily show to the Regents, that the balance has been raised by the valid subscription of responsible parties, which will without any reasonable doubt be paid, and when so paid will be ultimately invested in manner aforesaid: Then in such case the said Institution shall thereupon be incorporated by us the said Regents, of the University, as a College, according to the provisions of the sixth section of the statute entitled "An Act relative to the University," passed April 5, 1813. *  And if the whole of the said permanent fund shall not at that time have been invested in bonds and mortgages in manner aforesaid, the said charter shall contain a provision, that the same shall be so invested within some reasonable period to be therein named, or the said charter shall become void.


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have caused these Presents to be sealed with our seal, signed by our Chancellor, and attested by our Secretary, this thirty-first day of January,   1850.









GERRIT Y. LANSING, LL. D.











Chancellor.

T. Romeyn Beck,


Secretary.

Certified as a true copy

(L. S.)





(Signed)     AUGUSTUS S. DOWNING,








Assistant Commissioner and Director








   Of Professional Education.

July 11, 1923.

​​​_________________

*And be it further enacted, That any citizen or citizens, or bodies corporate within this State, being disposed to found a college at any place within the same, he or they shall, in writing, make known to the regents the place where, the plan on which, and the funds with which it is intended to found and provide for the same, and who are proposed for the first trustees; and in case the regents shall approve thereof, then they shall declare their approbation by an instrument under their common seal, and allow a convenient time for completing the same; and if, at the expiration of the said time, it shall appear to the satisfaction of the regents, that the said plan and propositions are fully executed, then they shall, by act under their common seal, declare that the said college, to be named as the founders shall signify, and with such trustees not exceeding twenty-four, nor less than ten, as they shall name, shall forthwith become incorporated, and shall have perpetual succession, and enjoy all the corporate rights and privileges enjoyed by Columbia College, in and by the act, “An act to institute an University within this State, and for other purposes therein mentioned, passed April 13, 1787.”

PROVISIONAL CHARTER-1851

University of the State of New York

To all whom it may concern, the Regents of the University of the State of New York, send Greeting:


Whereas, William L. Marcy, Ira Harris, John N. Wilder, Friend Humphrey and George R. Davis, citizens of this State, have by their petition presented to us, pursuant to the statute in such case made and provided, prayed for the grant of a charter for the establishment of an institution of the highest order for scientific and classical education, and have in their said petition, submitted to us the place where, the plan on which, and the funds with which it is intended to found and provide for the said institution, and have also proposed to  us sundry persons, hereinafter named, as the first Trustees.


And whereas, the said petitioners have also exhibited to us in their further application, presented December 2d, 1850, satisfactory proofs that suitable buildings have been provided for the use of said institution, and also that funds to the amount of one hundred thousand dollars, with which it is intended to found and provide for such institution or college, have been paid, or secured to be paid, by valid subscriptions of responsible parties or otherwise, the same being in conformity to our amended ordinance, relative to the incorporation of colleges, adopted January 9th, 1851.


And whereas we, the said Regents, after due consideration of the same, have approved of the contents of said petition and application.


Now therefore, know ye, that we, the said Regents, in consideration of the premises, and in pursuance of the statute in such case made and provided, do grant and declare that an institution for the instruction of youth in the learned languages and in the liberal and useful arts and sciences shall be and hereby is founded and established, at or near the City of Rochester, in the County of Monroe; that the Trustees of said College shall always be twenty-four in number, and that William L. Marcy, Friend Humphrey, Ira Harris, John N. Wilder and Smith Sheldon of the City of Albany, Frederick Whittlesey, William Pitkin, Everard Peck, Elon Huntington, William N. Sage, David R. Barton, Edwin Pancost and Elijah F. Smith of Rochester, Robert Kelly and William R. Williams of New York, Robert R. Raymond of Syracuse, Henry Tower of Waterville, Oneida Co., Seneca B. Burchard of Hamilton, Madison Co., John Munro of Elbridge, Onondaga Co., Alonzo Wheelock of Vienna, Ontario Co., James Edmunds of Ridgeway, Orleans Co., R.S. Burrows of Albion, Orleans Co., Rawson Harmon, Jr., of Wheatland, Monroe Co., and V.R. Hotchkiss of Buffalo, shall be the present Trustees; and that they and their successors shall be a body corporate and politic, by the name of

the University of Rochester, and said corporation is by these presents invested with all the privileges and powers conceded to any college in this State, pursuant to the provisions of the sixth section of the Statute, entitled “An act relative to the University,” passed April 5th, 1813.


Provided, however, that if, at or before the term of five years from the date of these presents, the Trustees of the said University shall not furnish to the Regents satisfactory evidence that they have invested for the use of said University funds amounting to not less than one hundred thousand dollars, either in bonds and mortgages on unincumbered lands within this State or the United States, at their market value at the time of investment, or in the bonds or certificates of stock legally issued by some incorporated city in this State at the par value, or in any one or more of the securities before enumerated, then this charter shall be void and of no effect; but in case they, the said Trustees, shall furnish satisfactory evidence as before, then this charter shall become perpetual.

In Witness Whereof, we have caused these presents

(L.S.)
to be sealed with our seal, signed by our Chancellor,                  and attested by our Secretary, this fourteenth day of February, Eighteen hundred and fifty-one.

G.Y. Lansing,










Chancellor.

T. ROMEYN BECK,


Secretary

____________________________________________

EXTENSION OF THE CHARTER- 1856

_____________________________________

University of the State of New York

To all whom it may concern, the Regents of the University of the State of New York send Greeting:


Whereas, we the said Regents, heretofore on the petition of William L. Marcy, Ira Harris, John N. Wilder, Friend Humphrey and others did in pursuance of the power and authority in us by law vested, by a charter or instrument under our common seal, bearing date the fourteenth day of February in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, grant and declare that an institution for the instruction of youth in the learned languages and in the liberal and useful arts and sciences should be and was thereby founded and established at or near the City of Rochester in the County 

of Monroe in the said State, and that the persons therein named as the first Trustees of the said University, and their successors in office should be a body corporate and politic by the name of “The University of Rochester”: but it was thereby expressly provided, that if at or before the term of five years from the date of the said charter, the Trustees of the said University should not furnish to us the said Regents satisfactory evidence, that they had invested for the use of the said University funds amounting to not less than one hundred thousand dollars, either in bonds or mortgages on unincumbered lands within the said State, worth at least double the amount so secured thereon, or in stocks of the said State or of the United States at their market value at the time of the investment, or in the bonds or certificates of stock legally issued by some incorporated city in the said State at their par value, or in any one or more of the said securities, then the charter should be void and of no effect: but in case the said Trustees should furnish satisfactory evidence of such investment, that then the said charter should become and be perpetual, as on reference to the said Charter will more fully appear.


And whereas, the said Trustees have represented to us, the said Regents, under their common seal, that they have already expended in the payment of salaries and other expenses connected with maintaining the said University, the sum of sixty-five thousand seven hundred and seventy-two dollars and sixty-seven cents:--that they have invested in bonds and mortgages, the sum of forty thousand four hundred and forty-six dollars and seventy-four cents: - in real estate, including the buildings now occupied for the purposes of the said University, the sum of forty-three thousand nine hundred and seventy-four dollars and sixty-two cents: --that the sum of fifty-four thousand seven hundred and one dollars and seventy-eight cents is due to them on promissory notes and subscriptions, considered to be good and valid, and that the whole assets of the said University as set forth in the said application now amount to one hundred and sixty-five thousand six hundred and ninety-four dollars and eighty cents; but that for the reasons therein specified, they the said Trustees have not been able to invest the full sum of one hundred thousand dollars within the time and in the securities particularly required by the said Charter as aforesaid, and praying that the further term of five years be granted to the said Trustees to complete the investment of the said sum in the manner required as aforesaid.


And we, the said Regents, having examined the premises, and being satisfied that the said University is now successfully engaged in the instruction of youth, and in the prosecution of the objects of its incorporation, that its Trustees have evinced great zeal and faithfulness in procuring buildings for its accommodation, and funds for its endowment, and that the said application is made in good faith and for satisfactory reasons; we the said Regents do therefore grant and declare, that the term of Five Years so as aforesaid named and fixed in and by the said Charter of the said the University of Rochester for the investment of the said sum of one hundred thousand dollars in the manner and in the securities therein mentioned as aforesaid, be, and

the same is hereby extended for the further period of Five Years from the expiration of the time specified in the said charter, so that the said term shall be, in the whole, Ten Years from the date of the said charter in like manner and with the like effect to all intents and purposes as if the said term had been originally fixed at ten years instead of five years as aforesaid: and the said Charter is hereby altered and modified accordingly; subject however to the right and power of us the said Regents on cause satisfactory to us, or to our successors being shown, to alter, repeal or modify these presents.

(L.S.)
In Testimony whereof, We, the said Regents, have caused our common seal to be hereto affixed, and our Chancellor and Secretary to subscribe these presents this first day of February, in the year one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six.










G.Y. LANSING,











Chancellor

S.B. WOOLWORTH,


Secretary

On behalf of the standing committee of the Regents on the incorporation of Colleges and Academies, I do hereby certify, that I have examined the foregoing instrument, amending the Charter of the University of Rochester and do approve of the form thereof.









JOHN V. L. PRUYN.

Albany, February 9, 1856.

CONFIRMATION OF THE CHARTER-1861

By the Regents of the University of the State of New York


Whereas, the said Regents by an instrument or charter under their common seal, bearing date the fourteenth day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and fifty-one, on application duly made to them for that purpose, did in pursuance of the power in them vested by law, establish an institution  for the instruction of youth in the learned languages and in the liberal and useful arts and sciences at the City of Rochester, in the County of Monroe, and did appoint William L. Marcy, Friend Humphrey, Ira Harris, and other persons therein named, the first Trustees thereof, and did thereby ordain and declare that the said Trustees and their successors should be a body corporate and politic by the name of the 





UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER,

with the privileges and powers therein mentioned; provided, however, and it was thereby declared that if, at or before the expiration of the term of five years from the date of the said charter, the Trustees of the said University of Rochester should not furnish to the said Regents satisfactory evidence that they had invested for the use of the said University  funds amounting to not less than one hundred thousand dollars in securities of the character therein mentioned, that then the said charter should be void and of no effect, but in case they, the said Trustees should furnish satisfactory evidence that such investment had been made, that then the said charter should become perpetual, -- as on reference thereto will more fully appear.


And whereas, subsequently, and for satisfactory reasons shown by the said Trustees, the said Regents by an instrument under their common seal, bearing date the first day of February one thousand eight hundred and fifty-six, extended for the term of five years, the time allowed as aforesaid for the investment of the said sum of one hundred thousand dollars for the use of the said University of Rochester:


And whereas, the said Trustees by their application to the said Regents bearing date the seventh day of January, one thousand eight hundred and sixty-one, have represented that the real and personal property of the said University of Rochester, including the sum of fifty-four thousand seven hundred and seventy-four dollars and thirty-nine cents, invested in bonds and mortgages, is of the value of at least one hundred and ninety thousand dollars over and above its liabilities, but that for the reasons mentioned in the said application, it has not been found practicable to invest the full sum of one hundred thousand dollars in the securities required by the charter, but claiming that they have substantially, although not literally complied with its provisions, and asking that in view of the premises and of the stability, usefulness and great promise of the said institution, that its charter may be made perpetual.

And WE the said Regents having considered the said application, and being of opinion that it is expedient under the circumstances that the same should be granted, do, in pursuance of the authority in us by law vested, Grant, Ordain and Declare that the said proviso in the said charter of the University of Rochester hereinbefore mentioned and in part recited, shall be deemed and taken to have been, and the same is hereby declared to have been complied with and fulfilled to the satisfaction of us the said Regents, and that the said charter BE and the same is hereby made and declared to be perpetual, subject to the right of us the said Regents and of our successors at any time hereafter to alter, modify or repeal these presents.

(L.S.)                                                In Witness Whereof we the said Regents have caused our common seal to be hereto affixed, and our Chancellor and Secretary to subscribe their names this tenth day of January, in the year one thousand eight hundred and sixty-one.










G.Y. LANSING,











Chancellor

S.B. WOOLWORTH,


Secretary

________________________





AMENDEMENT TO CHARTER-1918

____________

The University of the State of New York


THIS INSTRUMENT WITNESSETH That the Regents of the University of the State of New York have amended the charter of the University of Rochester, which was incorporated, provisionally January 10-31, 1850, and February 14, 1851, and absolutely January 10, 1861, by the Regents of the University of this State, by making  and enlarging the corporation's educational powers to be both college and university in character and scope, and to comprehend sanctioning, subject in all things to the rules, requirements and restrictions of the said Regents of the University, the establishing and maintaining of undergraduate and graduate college departments, professional, technical, vocational, and other departments; the designation of any departments of the University as schools and with appropriate distinguishing names; the placing of any such departments under special directing affiliation with other approved organizations in educational work within the jurisdiction of the University; the conferring of suitable degrees, which or whose symbols are then registered by the Regents, upon duly qualified graduates from courses 

of instruction given by or under its supervision and directing control; the awarding of attesting certificates for meritorious educational work done under such supervision and control; and the giving or supervising of elementary and secondary instruction, preparatory for or in connection with higher grades of its educational work.

Granted December 12, 1918, by the Regents of the University of the State of New York executed under their seal and recorded in their office.  Number 2788.



THOMAS E. FINEGAN,

             Acting President of University.

PLINY T. SEXTON,

Chancellor.

​​​​​​​​​​​​________________________

AMENDMENT TO CHARTER-1935

____________

The University of the State of New York

THIS INSTRUMENT WITNESSETH That the Regents of the University of the State of New York have amended the charter of the University of Rochester, which was provisionally incorporated by the Regents on February 14, 1851, such charter having been made absolute by action of the Regents on January 10, 1861, and said charter having been amended by action of the Regents taken at their meeting on December 12, 1918, by enlarging the corporation's educational powers to be both college and university in character and scope, and in certain other respects, and such charter hereby is further amended by striking out the provision that the trustees of said college shall always be twenty-four in number, and empowering the trustees, from time to time, by unanimous vote of their full board, to fix their terms of office and their number, to be not more than twenty-five nor less than five.

Granted October 16-18, 1935, by the Regents of the University of the State of New York executed under their seal and recorded in their office.

Number 4303

FRANK P. GRAVES,

President of the University and Commissioner of Education

JAMES BYRNE,

              Chancellor

AMENDMENT TO CHARTER-1951

The University of the State of New York


THIS INSTRUMENT WITNESSETH That the Board of Regents for and on behalf of the Education Department of the State of New York has amended the Charter of the University of Rochester, Rochester,--which was incorporated by the Board of Regents under a provisional charter on February 14, 1851, such charter having been made absolute by action of the Regents on January 10, 1861, and having  been amended by Regents action on December 12, 1918, by enlarging the corporation's educational  powers to be both college and university in character and scope, and in certain other respects, and again amended by the regents on October 16, 1935, with respect to the number of trustees of the corporation,--by authorizing the University to establish, equip, operate and maintain a general hospital in connection with its School of Medicine and Dentistry, and to employ medical, nursing, and other personnel for the diagnosis, treatment, care and relief of sick, infirm or injured persons, including both in-patients and out-patients, suffering from or afflicted with any disease, illness, infirmity or injury; for the care and treatment of maternity cases; for the study of and research into the causes, nature, prevention and cure of diseases and illnesses and the dissemination of knowledge relating thereto, and further authorizing the University to establish and operate branches of such hospital, provided, however, that prior written approval of the State Board of Social Welfare and of Board Regents is obtained for each such branch.

Granted April 27, 1951 by the Board of Regents for and on behalf of the State Education Department, executed under the seal of said Department and recorded therein.  Number 6024.









LEWIS A. WILSON,

President of the University and Commissioner of Education.

JOHN P. MYERS,

       Chancellor.

AMENDMENT TO CHARTER-1952

The University of the State of New York


THIS INSTRUMENT WITNESSETH That the Board of Regents for and on behalf of the Education Department of the State of New York has amended the charter of  University of Rochester, Rochester, -- which was incorporated by the Board of Regents under a provisional charter on February 14, 1851, such charter having been made absolute by action of the Regents on January 10, 1861, and having been amended by Regents action on December 12, 1918, by enlarging the corporation's educational powers to be both college and university in character and scope, and in certain other respects, and again amended by the Regents on October 16, 1935, with respect to the number of trustees of the corporation, and having been further amended by the Regents on April 27, 1951, by authorizing  the University to establish, equip, operate and maintain a general hospital in connection with its School of Medicine and Dentistry and to establish and operate branches of such hospital, subject to prior approval of each such branch by the State Board of Social Welfare and the Board of Regents, -- by changing the number of trustees of said corporation from not more than 25 nor less than five to not more than 28 nor less than five.

Granted May 23, 1952 by the Board of Regents for and on behalf of the State Education Department, executed under the seal of said Department and recorded therein. Number 6275.



LEWIS A. WILSON,

President of the University and  Commissioner of Education

JOHN P. MYERS,

           Chancellor

AMENDMENT TO CHARTER-1964

The University of the State of New York


THIS INSTRUMENT WITNESSETH That the Board of Regents for and on behalf of the Education Department of the State of New York has amended the charter of  University of Rochester, Rochester, -- which was incorporated by the Board of Regents under a provisional charter on February 14, 1851, such charter having been made absolute by action of the Regents on January 10, 1861, and having been amended by Regents action on December 12, 1918, by enlarging the corporation's educational powers to be both college and university in character and scope, and in certain other respects, and again amended by the Regents on October 16, 1935, with respect to the number of trustees of the corporation, and having been further amended by the Regents on April 27, 1951, by authorizing  the University to establish, equip, operate and maintain a general hospital in connection with its School of Medicine and Dentistry, and to establish and operate branches of such hospital, subject to prior approval of each such branch by the State Board of Social Welfare and the Board of Regents and having been last amended by Regents action on May 23, 1952, by changing the number of trustees of said corporation from not more than 25 nor less than 5 to not more than 28 nor less than 5, -- by changing the number of trustees of said corporation from not more than 28 nor less than 5 to not more than 35 nor less than 5.

Granted March 20, 1964, by the Board of Regents for and on behalf of the State Education Department, executed under the seal of said Department and recorded therein.  Number 8593.




JAMES E. ALLEN, JR.

President of the University and Commissioner of Education

EDGAR W. COUPER


Chancellor

AMENDEMENT TO CHARTER-1979

The University of the State of New York


THIS INSTRUMENT WITNESSETH That the Regents of The University of the State of New York have amended the charter of the University of Rochester, Rochester, which was incorporated by the Board of Regents under a provisional charter on February 14, 1851, such provisional charter having been made absolute by action of the Regents on January 10, 1861, and having been amended by Regents action on December 12, 1918, by enlarging the corporation's educational powers to be both college and university in character and scope, and in certain other respects, and again amended by the Regents on October 16, 1935, with respect to the number of trustees of the corporation, and having been further amended by the Regents on April 27, 1951, by authorizing  the University to establish, equip, operate and maintain a general hospital in connection with its School of Medicine and Dentistry and to establish and operate branches of such hospital, subject to prior approval of each such branch by the State Board of Social Welfare and the Board of Regents, and amended  by Regents action on May 23, 1952, by increasing the maximum number of trustees of the corporation to 28, and having been last amended by the Regents on March 20, 1964, by increasing the maximum authorized number of trustees to 35, by increasing the maximum authorized number of trustees to 42, and by deleting the requirement of a unanimous vote of the full board to fix the terms of office of trustees, and their number.

Granted March 2, 1979 by the Board of Regents of The University of the State of New York and executed under the seal of said University.

Number 16,833.


GORDON M. AMBACH

President of The University and Commissioner of Education

THEODORE M. BLACK

Chancellor

